ment Every well of finance had been tapped, and by now
they were either all dry or had been padlocked by the
scared industrialists, who had become frightened at their
filibustering " tools ". But Goebbels wrote in his diary
on 3 November, when referring to this strike and the*
timidity of the middle classes: " but this is only temporary.
They are easily regained; but once the workman is lost,
he is lost for ever/' The insidious Nazi method is thus
made self-apparent. Every weapon was seized upon to
appeal to the masses and to embarrass Papen.

Von Papen called upon the War Ministry to support
him in a declaration of martial law to break the strike,
but Chancellor or no Chancellor, the Reichswehr chiefs
gave him to understand that they would not allow the
Army to be mixed up in an industrial dispute. As can be
seen, the Reichswehr considered itself an elite and aloof
organization. It would move only when its own interests
were threatened, or possibly at the command of the Field-
Marshal in the President's Palace.

" Man cannot exist without authority, and yet authority
brings with it as much error as truth. It perpetuates in
the individual what ought to be transient for individuals;
it repudiates and dissipates what ought to be frankly
retained; and it is the chief reason why mankind does not
advance." These words of Goethe made fitting epitaph
for von Papen's short-lived rule as Chancellor. Authority
and the struggle to maintain it had weakened him personally
and had discredited his Government. The whole Catholic
community was against him, the Nationalists were now
doubtful of his personal ability and strength to carry on
the National crusade, the Communists and Socialists hated
him and the National Socialists had turned against him
because he would not keep his word, and would not be
convinced that a National Socialist Germany with Hitler
at its head was infinitely preferable to a Germany of polyglot
Nationalists and Junkers led by himself,
The results of the elections were declared on 6 November
ind showed a loss of two million votes by the Nazis,